Pathway to perfect peace!

Another Comforter
Isaiah 26: 3-4 AMP

You will keep in perfect and constant peace the one whose mind is
steadfast [that is, committed and focused on You—in both inclination and
character], Because he trusts and takes refuge in You [with hope and
confident expectation]. 4Trust [confidently] in the LORD forever [He is
your fortress, your shield, your banner], For the LORD GOD is an
everlasting Rock [the Rock of Ages]. ”

““Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trustin God, and trust alsoin me.”

Johni4:1 NLT
And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.
— John 14: 16
| can’t begin to imagine how alarmed the disciples must have felt
when Jesus told them that He would soon be leaving them.
Jesus had often warned them that He would be leaving, but that
evening in the Upper Room, as they spent their last hours
together, the full weight of this reality began to dawn on the
disciples — and it put them in a state of panic and dismay. John
14: 2 tells us that Jesus was aware that their hearts were
troubled.
It was natural for the disciples to feel sorrowful at the news of
Jesus’ imminent departure. Living and walking with Jesus was
more than they had ever hoped for in this world. With Jesus at
their side, their lives had been filled with adventure, excitement,
joy, victory, power, healing, and miracles. What would life be like
without Jesus? Would it ever be the same? Was this the end to
their dreams?



They had grown dependent upon the physical, visible presence of
Jesus — something we’ve never experienced and therefore cannot
fully comprehend. But in the midst of the disciples’ fears, Jesus
promised them, “l will not leave you comfortless...” (John 14:18).

Jesus made it clear that He would be leaving His disciples. Later
that night, He was to be arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane,
judged before the religious leaders of the city, sent to be judged by
Pilate, then by Herod, and then back to Pilate again. And following
these harrowing experiences, He was to be scourged, crucified, and
buried. All of these events would occur in a mere matter of hours
from those moments when Jesus sat with them in the Upper Room
and told them that He would be leaving. They simply had no idea
how quickly He would be physically taken from them.

But Jesus knew. That is why it was so important for Him to take that
last evening to teach the disciples about the ministry of the Holy
Spirit. Jesus knew they would need to depend on the Holy
Spirit as completely as He had depended on Him. So Jesus took
His last hours to instruct them about the ministry of the Holy Spirit
and introduce them to this spiritual Partner who would be become
their new Teacher and Guide in the world.

Jesus told the disciples in John 14:16, “I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter....” The word “pray” is Greek word
eratao, which was a legal word that described a lawyer who would
argue a case in a court of law. It is interesting that this is the Greek
word most generally used in the Gospels to describe Jesus’ prayer
life. This particular word indicates that it was so crucial for the
survival of the disciples that the Comforter would be sent that Jesus
was going to the Father to present His case in that matter. This
case would be so concrete — so clear and unmistakable — that the
Father would respond to Jesus’ request by sending the Comforter,
the Holy Spirit, as His replacement to the disciples.



Imagine how important the ministry of the Holy Spirit must be for
Jesus! Jesus was making the case clear to the Father that He must
send the Holy Spirit, for the disciples — and then later the Church
— would not survive without the Holy Spirit’s help and
assistance.

So | encourage you to seriously ask yourself this
question today: How importantly do | treat the subject
of the Holy Spirit in my life?

So when John 14:16 uses the Greek word allos to describe
“another” Comforter, it tells you and me that Jesus was telling us,
“The Holy Spirit and | are identical in every way, so by having Him, it
will be as if you still have Me!”

Sometimes | hear people express how they wish they could have
lived 2,000 years ago when Jesus walked the earth. But if we
believe the words of Jesus in John 14:16 about the Holy Spirit and
His likeness to Jesus, then we should not regret that we weren’t
there 2,000 years ago. Jesus taught that if the Holy Spirit resides
within us, it is identical to having Jesus walk amongst us in the
flesh.

So if you want to know what the Spirit of God is like, look to
Jesus in the four gospels, for He taught that the Holy Spirit
exactly mirrors His own character, power, and actions. This is
another reason why it is so important for you to get the story
of Jesus down deep into your heart. As you learn what the
Master did, how He acted, and how He responded to different
situations, it will help you to know the Holy Spirit better — for
He and Jesus are identical in all of these ways. And whatever
Jesus did is exactly what the Holy Spirit will lead you to do in
every situation of life as you lean on His guidance and
direction from within.



The Holy Spirit is sent to come alongside us and help us navigate
through our lives.

“Comforter” God has called the Holy Spirit to do a specific work,
and this calling has given the Holy Spirit purpose and direction. You
might say it has given Him a job description.

What is the calling our Heavenly Father has given to the Holy
Spirit? He is called to be our Helper in this world. This is His chief
purpose and responsibility. This is His calling.

1. The Holy Spirit is close by us.

We have seen that the Holy Spirit indwells and seals every believer
at the moment of salvation (see Ephesians 1:13). But when Jesus
referred to the Holy Spirit as the “Comforter” in John 14:16, He was
specifically referring to a practical relationship with the Holy Spirit
that we can experience on a daily basis. We do not need to plead or
beg for the Holy Spirit to come near because He is always
alongside us.

2. The Holy Spirit has a calling.

Just as men and women are called to the ministry, the Holy Spirit
received a specific calling from God the Father to fulfil a specific
assignment in this world. Just as |, for example, am specifically
called to write and to teach for the Christian community, the Holy
Spirit is specifically “called” to come “alongside” each believer at all
times.

This means the Holy Spirit is with you when you are in the lowest
pits of despair, and He is with you when things are going well. He is
with you when you to go bed at night, and He is with you when you
get up in the morning. He is with you throughout your entire day. He
is with you when you pray, and He is with you when you don’t pray.
He is with you when you behave maturely, and He is with you
through your moments of immaturity. He is with you when you go to
work, to the movies, or to church. Everywhere you go, the Holy
Spirit goes too.



3. The Holy Spirit has a job assignment.

The Holy Spirit’s job is to help us! That may include convicting us of
sin, empowering us for works of ministry, imparting spiritual gifts,
healing other people through us, and so on. The Holy Spirit is
responsible for carrying out this heavenly mission — not according
to our own fleshly demands and desires, but according to the will of
God, the One who called and sent Him to us. This means you and |
can be assured that the Holy Spirit will never fail at His job of
helping us because He knows that He will answer to the Father for
the way He performs in His role of staying alongside to help us. We
may fail to recognise Him, but He will not fail at the task the Father
has given to Him.

You are probably very aware of your defects and all the areas
where you need to grow. Can you imagine someone who is called
specifically to be with you? That is the ministry of the Holy Spirit! His
primary task is to be the Parakletos — called to be alongside you.
So today | ask you receive the Holy Spirit as your Partner. Simply
tell Him, “l am receiving you as my Partner. You were sent to be.
alongside me. You've been here all along, and | have not fully
received You as | should. So today | open myself to You and
embrace You, Holy Spirit. | thank You for coming alongside me and
for accepting such an amazing call to be my Helper!”
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